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INFORMATION ABOUT TEAM COMPETITIONS FOR ERC MEMBERS

We love to hear from members who would like to take part in teams. There are a wide range of different team competitions open to both juniors and seniors (most of which are also open to individual entries). Team events are good fun and a great way to get to know other members. 
We aim to give all members the opportunity to be in a team (teams are not just for ‘experts’)  and so it helps if you contact us and say what you are interested in. All we ask is that you give some of your time to help at shows, and when you are contacted, you return our calls ASAP so we can ensure we get the teams lists out in good time! Please make a note of the dates of the Qualifiers and Championships in your newsletters and do please keep these free - especially once you have asked to compete at a particular qualifier.

There are qualifiers for a range of BRC National Championships throughout the year:
· Dressage to Music and Introductory Championships

· Quadrille

· Novice Winter Championships (70 & 80 SJ, Intro, Prelim, Novice dressage)

· Intermediate Winter Championships (90, 100 & 105 SJ, Prelim – Elementary dressage)

· Arena Eventing Championships (70 / 80 / 90 / 100)

· Horse Trials Championships (70 / 80 /90 /100)

· National Championships at Lincoln (SJ & Dressage)

· Combined Championships (Combined Training & Challenge – a course of SJ/XC)

There are normally two Area ‘friendly’ dressage team events each year and on occasion a team quiz. Members taking part in these informal competitions will need to pay for the full amount of their share of the team entry cost.
The club will pay 50% of the entry fees per team to the organiser of the qualifier, with each team member paying their share of the other 50%. (Where there is also a charge to British Riding Clubs for a pre-entry to a national qualifier, the club will pay this.) We reserve the right to amend this as necessary if team costs continue to rise.
For individual competitions (e.g. Medium Dressage and individual DTM) or where a member wants to compete as an individual rather than a team member, the full cost of entry (including pre-entry to BRC) is paid by the individual. It is also possible to be in a dressage team but also do a different test (or on a different horse) as an individual.
Interested in team/qualifier events?  For more information and/or to express your interest in being in a team (dates are listed in our monthly newsletters) Please contact penny@elsteadridingclub.co.uk.    

TO COMPETE IN TEAM EVENTS, YOUR HORSE MUST HAVE A VALID FLU CERTIFICATE
For all national qualifiers, the horse must have a valid equine flu vaccination record in its equine passport. The horse’s name must also be that which is on its equine passport (even if you normally compete under a different name). The passport must accompany the horse to the qualifier and any subsequent championship – failure to do so will incur elimination. Equine flu vaccination requirements are as follows:
G7.1: Vaccinations against Equine Influenza

This rule applies in respect of any horse/pony which competes in a BRC area qualifier and/or championship. The horse/pony must have been vaccinated against equine influenza by a veterinary surgeon. Vaccination courses started before 1 January 2024 may follow either of the intervals set out below:

	
	Intervals before 1 January 2024
	Intervals from 1 January 2024

	1st vaccination (V1)
	
	

	2nd vaccination (V2)
	 21 – 92 days
	 21 – 60 days

	3rd vaccination (V3)
	150 – 215 days
	120 – 180 days

	Booster
	No more than 1 year apart
	Not more than 1 year apart


However, any errors with first booster (which should be given either between 150 - 215 days, or 120 - 180 days after the second primary injection) or annual booster given BEFORE 1 January 2019 may be ignored provided that:

• the first two primary injections are correct i.e. the second given between 21 and 92 days after the first;
• all annual boosters given AFTER 1 January 2019 are correct.

No injection should have been given on any of the 6 days before the competition and/or entry to competition stables. For example: if the horse is vaccinated on the Monday, the horse will not be eligible to enter championship stables, or compete until the following Monday.

Horses may compete providing that they have had the first two primary injections providing the second vaccination (V2) is not in any of the 6 preceding days of entry to the competition or competition stabling.

The vaccination section of the horse’s passport, and any alterations made, must have been completed and signed/stamped by a Veterinary Surgeon.

Please note that all horses must now be micro-chipped and on arrival at a championship this will be checked at the same time as the vaccinations.
If you have not represented the club before, please send a copy of your horse’s name as on its passport, the vaccination record and the horse’s microchip number to Penny for checking. Scanned copy is acceptable by e-mail to penny@elsteadridingclub.co.uk
PROTECTIVE HEADGEAR
‘Protective Headwear’ must be worn at all times when mounted at any BRC event whether competing or not. Harnesses must be correctly adjusted and fastened at all times. At all BRC championships and qualifiers ‘protective headwear’ must have been checked by an official to make sure that it is labelled with one of the accepted standards and then marked with a visible PINK hat tag with either BRC, PC or BE logos. Protective headwear’ constitutes a hat which meets one of the following standards:

· PAS 015: 2011 provided they are BSI Kitemarked or Inspec IC marked

· VG1 01.040: 2014-12 provided they are BSI Kitemarked or Inspec IC marked

· European EN1384: 2023 provided they are BSI Kitemarked or Inspec IC marked

· ASTM F1163: 2004a or 04a onwards provided they are SEI marked SNELL E2016

· AS/NZS 3838: 2006 onwards provided they are SAI global marked
BODY PROTECTORS
A body protector is obligatory in all cross-country competitions and is strongly recommended in show jumping competitions. A BETA Level 3 displaying a Blue 2018 Label must be worn in competitions where a body protector is obligatory. From 1 Jan 2024, the BETA 2009 Purple Label will no longer be accepted. The ONLY exception to this requirement is that the Exo Body Cages will continue to be accepted, provided they have a BETA Level 3 Purple 2000 Label. Riders wearing Exo Body Cage protectors must inform the secretary at all events. Body protectors should be fitted and worn as per the manufacturer’s instructions. The up-to-date BETA list of body protectors can be obtained from www.beta-uk.org If a rider chooses to wear an airbag style body protector for cross-country it must be worn over a permitted BETA Level 3 body. Hybrid Air-jackets and air jackets incorporated into a blouson style jacket are permitted. It is recommended that body protectors are replaced once they are more than 5 years old

WE LOOK FORWARD TO HAVING YOU IN OUR TEAMS







